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Painter Dagmar Cyrulla of Kensington has taken out the $3000 major prize for the best exhibit in the 2009 Williamstown Festival Contemporary Art Prize. She was one of 106 artists short-listed to exhibit from a record number of entries received from across Australia. The launch and awards ceremony was held at The Substation arts centre in Newport on 20 March with a crowd of over 400 people in attendance.  

The Contemporary Art Prize is run annually as part of the Williamstown Festival.  Judges for this year were noted Melbourne artist Rick Amor, Director of Gallery 101 Dianna Gold, and Curator of Australian Art Exhibitions at the National Gallery of Victoria David Hurlston. They released the following statement regarding the winning entry.

Major Prize Winner Dagmar Cyrulla 

Photo Nancy Belyea

"The judges were extremely impressed with the overall high standard of entries in the 2009 Williamstown Contemporary Art Award. While this made the judging of the 2009 prize a particularly challenging task the final selection was unanimous. The winning entry, The visitor II by Dagmar Cyrulla, impressed the judges by its competent yet understated execution; we considered it an engaging work, rich in its visual narrative and layered content”.


Major prize winning entry by Dagmar Cyrulla

The visitor II

Oil on linen 2008, 104.5 x 157cm
Now in its fifth year at The Substation, one of Melbourne’s most interesting and exciting contemporary art spaces, the contemporary art prize is a national competition that attracts entries from all over Australia and which continues to grow in reputation as a significant exhibition that broadly showcases the diversity and excellence of contemporary Australian art practice with a particular focus on artists from the western suburbs.

Other awarded artists included East Melbourne based artist Jim Pavlidis, who took out the $1000 2D Award, regional Victorian artist Kate Caish of Warragul, who was the recipient of the $1000 3D Award sponsored by Williams Real Estate and South Australian artist Thomas Buchanan of Mitchell Park, who received the $500 Multi/Mixed/Digital Media Award. The $500 Local Artist Award was taken out by Michael Brennan of Seddon, with his painting ‘Admission’.

The exhibition was officially opened by State Member for Williamstown, Wade Noonan and the awards announced by Mr Noonan and Mayor of Hobsons Bay, Cr Peter Hempel.

Victorian Arts Minister, Lynn Kosky MP, provided the following message for the exhibition catalogue.

‘As the Member for Altona and the Victorian Minister for the Arts, it is very pleasing to see these awards continue to flourish and provide a national context for the strong contemporary practice of our local artists…Both on a local and national scale, this exhibition highlights and reflects the diversity and strength of our unique community’.
Curator and project coordinator Ken Wong, said the quantity and quality of entries this year was very pleasing and the judges had a difficult job in awarding the prizes.

“We have a very strong and diverse group of works from all over Australia for this years exhibition but also a very good representation of twenty local artists in the mix.  I think this exhibition continues to be the premier showcase for contemporary art in the western suburbs”, he said.

A list of the judges awards winners for the 2009 Williamstown Festival Contemporary Art Prize follows. The $1000 People Choice Award sponsored by local firm Reid Consultants will be voted by the public and the winner announced at the conclusion of the exhibition on 5 April.  People casting votes for the winner will go into the draw to win 6 bottles of wine from Prospect Wines of Williamstown.

The Williamstown Festival Contemporary Art Prize exhibition is open Thursday to Sunday, 10am to 4pm until 5 April, at The Substation, 1 Market Street Newport. All works are for sale.

For more information contact Ken Wong 0419 570 846 or Kate Steele 0402 410 473

2009 Judges Awards

$3000 Open Award - Dagmar Cyrulla (Kensington) 

$1000 3D Award sponsored by Williams Real Estate - Kate Caish (Warragul)

$1000 2D Award - Jim Pavlidis (East Melbourne) 

$500 Multi/Mixed/Digital Media Award - Thomas Buchanan (Mitchell Park, SA)

$500 Local Artist Award - Michael Brennan (Seddon)

Fundere Studios voucher for $250 bronze casting - Julie Collins & Derek John (Napoleons)

New North voucher for $220 digital print to canvas - Mark Farrelly (Coburg)

West Art Supplies voucher for $100 art supplies - Julie Goodwin (Clayton)
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Above L- R Back Row: Williamstown Festival President Rod Page, Mayor of Hobsons Bay City Council Councillor Peter Hempel, Jim Pavlidis, Derek John, Julie Collins, Mark Farrelly, Member of Williamstown Wade Noonan MP

Front Row L-R Michael Brennan, Dagmar Cyrulla, Ken Wong, Thomas Buchanan and member of the judging panel David Hurlston, Curator of Australian Art Exhibitions at NGV.
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